
OFF 

ROAD 


mHiiimin, 




















Wiring *' 




1007. 
SANOPROOF 












Man in sights 


When Justin Barcia isn’t creating hesitancy or feaif 
among his 450SX rivals then he’s /niy too happy/ 
to engage in some fun promo m^riai. Ray Archer 
‘shot’ the factory Honda rider aythe San Diego^uper- 
cross, one we&k before he toc^his first podiup^ finish 
of the season in Dallas. Also/me week beforpt^hard 
rumours atoout the 21 year yfld surfaced on /possible 
switch to become Yamah^ main athlete fjir 2015, 
severing a career-iong a^ociation with yie red camp 
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Man setting sights... 

Get it turned Cal. MotoGP woke up from a short 
winter with the first Sepang test and the lap-times 
made for tough reading for Marc Marquez’s rivals 
but these are early days. Particularly for new Ducati 
recruit Cal Crutchlow who felt the full range and 
possibilities of his new factory status in the humidity 
of Malaysia. The Brit has another Sepang outing and 
just over a month to get on the boil with the GP14 

Photo by Ducati Corse press 












Man in sights (2)... 

222, otherwise known as Tony Cairoli, is the biggest 
target for 26 other officiai entrants in the new MXGP 
ciass for 2014. The seven times worid champion is 
unbeaten in the premier category of Grand Prix since 
2009 and has severai contenders growing in speed, 
strength and confidence to make a chaiienge this year. 
Cairoii sustained an ankie injury in the finai round of the 
Itaiian Championship (which he won) iast Sunday so it 
wiii be interesting to see the state of his fitness for the 
season opener next weekend at Losaii in Qatar 

Photo by Stefano Taglioni 
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The 2014 edition of the Monster Energy Dallas Su¬ 
percross saw a little bit of everything. In one way it 
was a reaffirmation for a couple of riders - one old, 
one young - that we had questioned at one point or 
another making sure that we knew the hype in both 
cases was real. 

Yoshimura Suzuki’s James Stewart ripped off his 
second win in a row and topped his entire 2013 total 
with a smart and steady ride on a track that didn’t 
reward aggression. After practice the common think¬ 
ing by other teams that watched Stewart on film was 
that the slippery, tight Cowboys Stadium track wasn’t 
going to be kind to a rider that doesn’t exactly tip-toe 
around a layout. 

But Stewart proved many wrong as he reeled in Red 
Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey early in the Main and rode a 
mistake-free race, thus moving into third place in the 
series points and closer to Monster Energy Kawasa¬ 
ki’s Ryan Villopoto (who logged a quiet fourth spot). 

“It feels good just to get a win again,’’ Stewart told 
me long after the race had ended as he signed au¬ 
tographs for the few fans left. “Last weekend (San 
Diego) it was nice and then to come back and do it 
again and how I did it, two weekends in a row it feels 
good. Like I said. I’ve been riding pretty good all year. 
It’s not like I’m changing my riding, things just kind of 
started going my way. 1 got a better start. I’m happy. 

1 think the team’s happy. I feel like we’re really only 
going to get better.” 

With the victory, Stewart matched his old arch-enemy 
Chad Reed for wins for the season with two and it’s 
fitting that once more these two are connected at the 
seams. Just as Reed captured the imagination of the 
fans by seemingly once again dialing back the clock, 
well it’s Stewart’s time now as Reed exits the series 
for what seems like a while after he attempted to ride 
this weekend after a bad crash at San Diego. In a 
stadium that had served him so well over the years, 
it will now be where the post-mortem of Reed’s 2014 
supercross series begins. One vet is gone and anoth¬ 
er one steps-up. 

Stewart’s has shown a calmness this year, he’s not 
pushing it if it’s not there and his new thinking of 
'taking what he can get’ is, he hopes, the magic for¬ 
mula to win another supercross title. Yeah, there was 


A 34th SX race in Dallas/Fort Worth 
and a fifth inside the undeniabiy 
impressive Cowboys Stadium. 
Stewart survived the tricky first 
turn (right) to give Suzuki just their 
second triumph in the state... 
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Amazingly only four riders have won 
back-to-back Main Events in the 
450SX class since 2009: Stewart, 
Villopoto, Reed and Dungey. @js7 
now has 93 AMA victories and 47 in 
the 450SX category 










the Anaheim One mishap in the whoops while 
passing for the lead but that wasn’t a balls-out 
Stewart crash, it was more the track going away 
and biting him. He was smooth and steady that 
entire race as he moved from tenth to second be¬ 
fore his rear tire kicked out and sent him down. 

Armed with a new contract with Yoshimura Suzuki 
for 2015 (“It’s actually more than one year. 2016 
is kind of up to me what I want to do. So it’s nice 
to be able to be here and hopefully everything 
kind of stays the same. I’ve been enjoying my 
time, obviously; 1 guess you guys can see that. 

The team and me are really gelling” Stewart com¬ 
mented on the new deal) Stewart can see the end 
coming and he’s stopping to smell the roses a bit 
more these days. Win or lose, he’s usually got a 
smile on his face and he greets his still-massive 
throng of fans after the races. The James Stewart 
of 2014 is older, wiser and a bit more appreciative 
of his place in the sport. 

He’s also as dangerous as ever. 


From one so-called washed up rider to another 
kid that was written off as early as his second pro 
race. Monster Energy Kawasaki’s Adam Cianci- 
arulo debuted last summer and a sickness held 
him down most of the way. We’d see hints of the 
amateur superstar kid here-and-there but mostly 
he was just another guy placing from 5th to 12th 
every moto. 

Well, that’s all changed now. In his very first su¬ 
percross, Cianciarulo was fast all day long, won 
his heat and took advantage of team-mate Martin 
Davalos pulling a, well, ‘Martin Davalos’, and sped 
off for his first career Pro win in his first Pro su¬ 
percross. And really, even if Adam hadn’t won the 
race and just got on the box, he was still impres¬ 
sive from the outset. Cianciarulo looked like a dif¬ 
ferent guy from last summer and he and his other 
eastern series team-mate Blake Baggett sparred 
for the win after the Davalos fall and before AC 
gapped the former national champion and took a 
pretty uncontested milestone. 



And what about the Pro Circuit squad? It’s been a 
trying year and a half for the still-powerful Kawa¬ 
saki 250 team but owner Mitch Payton showed 
that he still knows a thing or two about winning 
as he swept the first round in Dallas and really, I 
think we should expect this on a few more occa¬ 
sions as his riders seem to be a bit better than 
the others as of right now. The GEICO guys have 
Blake Wharton and Justin Bogle and Star Yama¬ 
ha’s Jeremy Martin (who shockingly didn’t qualify 
for the main) should all be In the mix but If prac¬ 
tice lap-times, heat races and main event results 
from Dallas are any indication, well, good times 
are here once again for Pro Circuit. 



Kawasaki excelled in 250SX but ‘ I 

defending champ Ryan Villopoto (right) j 
missed the podium for the third lime this' 
season. His fourth place still represented 
an 18th con^cutiye top fivejinish 

















Two cases of spacial invasion (above, 
left) while Chad Reed is forced to curtail 
a brave but PR-effective attempt to race 
after his San Diego accident. Ryan Dungey 
meanwhile (right) refuted claims he is 
riding more aggressively this year 
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Is he in front or behind? Training partners 
Villopoto and Roczen keep close but 
neither could do much about the overall 

pace and consistency from Stewart 

T 




































































A 




I 









The kind of iifTag^hatjA^ill give Pro Circuit’s 
Mitch Payton a smile. A Kawasaki 1-2-3 means 
a nice overlap in the 250SX coasts^after Josh"" 
Hill’s maiden win iti San Diego. It was the turn 
of CianciaruliLin DaJJ^to. prove Jliat Payton 
sti^has ^ew" diamonds-up his sleeve 
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^ good 'da^'fti^Broc'Tickle'deJivej'eda’ seventy :: 
-positioo whifelBrayton ttiejovv,' left) keeps pace:;iC 
in the Ghas'e for a charnpipnship;iQp tbf.ee^slot 
thanks id tradernark consistency ; - 
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NEW BOY... 


By Steve Matthes 

I t hasn’t always been easy for Monster Pro 
Circuit’s Adam Cianciarulo, the most hyped up 
amateur rider to hit the scene since Mike Alessi 
or James Stewart. The Port Orange, Florida rider 
decided to turn pro for last summer’s nationals 
and immediately got sick and missed the first 
four rounds. And when he came back there wasn’t 
as much magic as many people thought as the 
kid was thrown to the wolves for most of the sum¬ 
mer. There was a breakthrough with a podium 
in one moto but overall, the kid nicknamed AC’ 
just ate a lot of dirt from riders most thought he 
wouldn’t have any trouble with. 

But going away in the off-season and putting in 
the work, never getting discouraged, filling out a 
bit and the kid fulfilled his promise with a great 
win at the opening round of the 2014 250SX east 
series. Hmmm, seems like this Cianciarulo kid 
just might work out after all. I caught up to him 
after his first professional win to talk shop. 

Look at you, first Supercross race, first win as a 
professional, and really right from the start, all 
day long, you were very fast. Congratulations. 

Thank you. And I can officially say that I did poop 
my pants when I did win that one. The whole 
day’s been great, and even the weeks leading up 
to it have been awesome. I came to California 
right after Christmas and it was a crap-show. I 
was not looking good. I was the slowest one on 
the team by quite a bit. I just worked on every¬ 


thing with my dad and with the team. It’s really 
come together in these last couple weeks, my fit¬ 
ness, everything. I’ve been feeling really confident. 
I just wanted to ride my laps today. I just wanted 
to get good starts and wherever my laps put me, 
they put me. 

Tonight I was able to win, but everything from 
qualifying to heat race, everything went perfect, 
two perfect starts. That’s the way you stay out of 
trouble, especially when you see Villopoto and 
Roczen back there tonight. They rode faster than 
a lot of people in front of them but they couldn’t 
make any passes and that was what this track 
was all about. There were no passes being made. 
But, I am at a loss for words. 

Blake Baggett made a pass on you and almost 
knocked you down actually. A little contact and it 
shook you up a little bit... 

I don’t even remember. Martin (Davalos) had the 
race won. I came through the sweeper on the 
3rd lap and I could barely even see the guy. I’m 
like, well, a podium’s not bad. But literally that 
same rhythm section I saw him down at the end. 
I’m like, ‘oh boy, I can win this thing now’. I had 
Baggett right behind me and I’m like, ‘it’s going to 
be gnarly’. He came at me one time; he was way 
faster than me in the section before the whoops. 

I don’t know what he was doing. He must have 
been just railing the dragon’s back way faster than 
I was. 




At one point he was doing the rhythm section 
differently and it looked slower but he was doing 
it and making it work... 

I don’t know what he was doing but he was com¬ 
ing-in on me in the corner before the whoops. 

One lap he drove me pretty high up but no big 
deal. And then left me just a little bit of room in 
the whoops and I made a decision right there. 

I almost just let him have it. I’m like: ‘second’s 
good for a rookie, don’t be the stupid guy that 
holds It wide open on your teammate’, but I 
wanted the win so bad. It was right in front of me. 

I had like 6 laps to go. So I pinned it through the 
whoops. I knew he was going to square me up so 
I just threw it over the triple and just tried to lay 
down the lap. I tried to sprint those next two laps 
hoping to kind-of break him a little bit, make him 
settle for second. I was able to get a little bit of a 
gap and 1 just cruised through. 1 actually thought 
he was still right behind me until 1 looked back 
on the triple the last lap and then 1 was able to 
get an outside run for my big one-hander to over 
clear on the finish line. 

You had a rough introduction to the Pro scene, 
rough summer for you. Expectations were high 
and you had all this pressure on you. This has to 
just be an enormous, a great relief for you, know¬ 
ing you can win this title... 

I don’t know if you can think ‘title’ after one race. 
We’ll get through the first couple and stay in the 
top five, on the podium. I think with these starts I 


don’t see why I need to be off the podium. Obvi¬ 
ously Jeremy Martin didn’t have a good night with 
not making it [to the Main], but he’s going to be 
coming back strong. All those guys are going to 
be coming back. (Justin) Bogle got a really crappy 
gate. I don’t know where he ended up. All those 
guys are going to be gunning for it, and now basi¬ 
cally they don’t have anything to lose. 

First thing that crossed your mind when you 
crossed the finish line? 

I seriously looked up at the sky and 1 literally 
thought I was in a dream. I swear on my life. And 
I pulled up on the triple and did this to the fans 
and everybody went insane. I’m like, this is not 
happening. I swear it was the most unbelievable 
feeling. It’s like the moment that I’ve lived for my 
entire life. 
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By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 

T he longest ever FIM Motocross 
World Championship gets under¬ 
way next week and for the second 
year in succession starts under the 
lights and desert night sky of Losail 
in Qatar. A trip to Thailand and Si 
Racha follows for round two and 
then fourteen other countries across 
six months until the series wraps 
with a South American double head¬ 
er in September. 

Here are a few of the pertinent ques¬ 
tions pending the championship 
launch on the 28th... 






















CAN CAIROLI BIE BIEATEN? 


For the sake of neutral fans then I’d like to 
think so but the truth is that the Sicilian is at 
the height of his powers. 

After just four rounds of the 2013 series Cai- 
roli was almost forty points ahead and only 
dropped out of the top three once from the 
first ten motos. It is a formula we are very 
familiar with now: ‘222’ builds up a numerical 
cushion and then plays the ‘long game’ across 
the rest of the championship. At certain events 
- with a good feeling, decent starts or a track 
he favours - then Cairoli clicks into another 
gear. At others he looks at the percentages 
and takes maximum points knowing full well 
the winner on that particular day is unlikely to 
challenge him again on a frequent basis. 

There was a small phase where Gautier Pau¬ 
lin caused some trouble in the middle of last 
summer but Cairoli had too much experience 
in contrast to the Frenchman with less than 
two seasons in the premier class. Suffering 
defeat and a slight knee injury at his home GP 
in Maggiora smacked Cairoli into another mo¬ 
tivational state: much in the same way that his 
freak double DNF in Sweden in 2012 instigated 
a run where he claimed victory in thirteen of 
the fourteen motos remaining that year. If you 
kick Tony then you’d better be able to run even 
faster because his response can be devastat¬ 
ing. 


As ever in this sport of attrition Cairoli’s big¬ 
gest conundrum across a campaign of 36 mo¬ 
tos will be his own fitness and health. TC can 
win from practically any scenario but if he is 
struggling with injury then the show naturally 
becomes more open. 

The works 350SX-F Is a bike built for him that 
is fast, proven reliable and starts like a rocket. 
Clement Desalle, Gautier Paulin, maybe one 
of the works Honda riders and one or two 
surprises will make sure that Cairoli does not 
have an easy time in 2014 but nobody has 
regularly operated at the Sicilian’s level since 
he cleaned-up MXGP/MXl in his rookie term in 
2009. In fact it is a long time since the pre¬ 
mier class went down to a nail-biter with David 
Philippaerts last race success in 2008 ending 
a year-long tussle with Steve Ramon. 

Shorter motos might narrow the room for error 
but it will only be after five events that we’ll be 
able to glance at the standings to see if any¬ 
body has the strength - mentally, physically 
and strategically - to stop the championship 
being wrapped up early in orange. Ominously 
Cairoli has just three more years of glory to 
equal Stefan Everts’ ten title feat (therefore a 
hefty target) and his speed and results in the 
pre-season Italian Championship have been 
nothing short of ruthless. 
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WILL WE MISS THE SAND? 

OK, Valkenswaard is round six but if you lis¬ 
ten to any of the locals or specialists then the 
Eurocircuit terrain is not ‘real’ sand on account 
of Its shallow and hard-packed nature. The 
Dutch Grand Prix’s slot in early May is later 
than usual and is less likely to guarantee wild 
swings in weather that has seen the event cov¬ 
ered in snowfall one year and frying In Easter 
25 degree temperatures the next. 


tracks in Ukraine, Brazil (Goiana) and Mexico 
will all be new discoveries. 

Sand has either been a comfy home to the 
formbook - don’t even ask about MX2 - or 
has witnessed some riveting and unexpected 
action: see Shaun Simpson’s thriller at Llerop 
that closed the 2013 campaign and the dec¬ 
ade-long era of the MXl category. 


The calendar is the poorer for the absence of 
a deeper sandy surface like Lierop or Lom- 
mel (even if the riders tend to plod around the 
latter rather than plough and pillage In the 
former) but a form of loose soil or loam can 
be found in Finland and the site of the Bel¬ 
gian Grand Prix is still to be ‘TBA’. Meanwhile 


Of course the sight of Jeffrey Herlings In full 
flight is something that any fan of motocross 
should not miss. It Is a showcase of true mas¬ 
tery and confidence. In fact I can probably 
write the race report now for Valkenswaard 
considering the world champion’s five year 
undefeated streak in front of his home crowd. 
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HOW MANY WILL FILL THE GATE FOR BI^IL 2 AND MEXICO? 


Considering that rounds seventeen and eight¬ 
een are worth a maximum of 100 points there 
is a good chance that squads will be mindful of 
budgets to be able to complete the full season 
knowing that some late changes in the cham¬ 
pionship standings will make all the difference 
to bonus pay outs for both riders and teams. 

There are 18 units and 27 riders in the list of 
Officially Approved Teams for MXGP in 2014. 
Allowing for injury and the fact that Brazil rou¬ 
tinely submits a healthy quota of local talent 
(including the vast Honda set-up over there) 
then the penultimate fixture at least should be 
busy. 

A thirty rider gate means that gaps are bound 
to pop up through the campaign as forced 
absences take hold and the modern shape of 


motocross means a rigid qualification process; 
whether that is bad or tolerable depends on 
your viewpoint. 

The second ever Mexican Grand Prix will be a 
different prospect to the shambles delivered 
in 2012. Experienced native promoters are 
handling the event in co-ordination with Youth- 
stream and there were some positive signs to 
take from Guadalajara to Leon, such as the 
Mexican public’s enthusiasm for the sport. 
Starting and finishing the schedule on different 
continents is a message for the scope of the 
FIM Motocross World Championship. While it 
is not easy for all concerned it is undeniably 
ambitious. 











WILL HERLINGS DOMINATE AGAIN? 


MXGP2014 


MX2 has been in KTM’s grip for six seasons in 
a row. The last championship win that was not 
in orange (and one of four riders) was back in 
2007 by Tony Cairoli. Rattray, Musquin, Roczen 
and Herlings have all since ruled the roost and 
it was the 2013 campaign that was the most 
emphatic. The final stats for the Dutchman 
in his championship defence read: 15 GPs in 
wins from 17, (14 in a row), 25 motos wins from 
35 (37 with the Superfinals counted), 17 red 
plates, 8 pole positions, 424 laps led (almost 
ten times more than the next nearest rider) 
and, for him personally, a huge wad of bo¬ 
nus cash reportedly around 15,000 euros per 
event. 

Herlings rode roughshod over the class, and 
sometimes gave the pack a headstart with first 
corner accidents (Finland and Sweden spring 
to mind) but he also rode his luck. Big crashes 
in Holland and France saw him escape rela¬ 
tively unscathed. It was an innocuous tumble 
in qualification for the Belgian GP that saw 
fortune finally desert him as a broken shoulder 
bone then led into a premature return at his 
home round (duly dominated) but at a cost 
as the injury was the first bump of a turbulent 
winter. 

So Herlings is not invulnerable and has dem¬ 
onstrated that his judgement can be wayward 
- perhaps normal for a recently turned nine¬ 
teen year old. In the thick of the action though 
there was very little to challenge him in 2013. 
There were even fears from inside the team 
that the KTM rider would have trouble keeping 
his focus without the likes of a Tommy Searle 
to battle with. 

Herlings can only get stronger and wiser. The 
factory 250SX-F is arguably the fastest motor¬ 
cycle in the gate so the package is potent and 
eminently proven and 2014 is almost certainly 
to be his last in MX2. Instead of analysing the 
kid’s weaknesses the more pertinent question 
is whether any of the other riders have been 
able to up their game to push ‘84’? Stefan 


Everts recently commented of Herlings team¬ 
mate and 2013 MX2 runner-up, Jordi Tixier: 
“Jordi needs to get off his feet and drop those 
lap-times. This is done with a combination of 
better physical condition and also technique. 
His technique is already very good, so now it 
is about a bit more improvement in the con¬ 
ditioning and fitness to be able to really push 
hard.” 

Herlings makes the difference with his corner 
speed and physicality and aside from his baf¬ 
fling sand superiority there is not a great myth 
behind his success. The Champion is allegedly 
a demon trainer and continually pushes the 
limits in his practice motos. Unless somebody 
can reach a similar standard of intensity dur¬ 
ing the week then it will not bear fruit at the 
weekend. People most likely? Tixier is best 
placed in terms of machinery but has a men¬ 
tal obstacle to jump over with Herlings next to 
him in the awning each weekend. Christophe 
Charlier is quick and developing slowly while 
Max Anstie is an exciting mystery on the facto¬ 
ry Dixon Cosworth Yamaha, although his stint 
with the works Suzuki was disappointing in 
2013. CLS Kawasaki trio Arnaud Tonus, Ales¬ 
sandro Lupino and Dylan Ferrandis could be 
the strongest opposition and Husqvarna duo 
Alex Tonkov and Remain Febvre should not be 
discarded while Glenn Coldenhoff has plenty 
to prove on the 2014 RM-Z250 and is the only 
other Grand Prix winner in the class. 

So, in answer to the question...it is unlikely 
that Herlings will string together a season like 
2013. This is what made his Belgian crash 
and injury last August so disappointing; a 
perfect year in GP victories would have been 
unparalleled. He might be rusty for Qtar but 
if he doesn’t throw himself into the dirt then 
expect the champion to start heading the stats 
sheets again. There is simply too much win¬ 
ning experience and confidence in comparison 
to the rest of the field for Herlings to remain 
supressed for too long. 



WHAT WILL BE THE BEST GP TO VISIT? 


Book a hotel for Maggiora now (June 14th and 
15th). The combination of the ‘Cairoli effect’ 
(now bolstered by Italian broadcaster Media- 
set televising more MXGP in 2014), a decent 
chance of good weather in northern Italy and 
a track of daunting hills and speed made this 
event the best of 2013 and especially affirming 
for the sport. Milan Malpensa airport is close 
so it could not be easier to reach. Combine the 
Italian love of ‘all things bikes’ and the great 
food on offer and it is not difficult to imagine 
a more appealing meeting (Trentino for round 
four probably takes the gong for the most pic¬ 
turesque GP but the facility is not on the same 
scale as Maggiora). The circuit is a bit creaky 
in terms of access but what Italian venue isn’t? 

The 2016 Motocross of Nations will require 
some wholesale changes to cope with the 
stampede and this summer should already 
seen an improvement over the re-inauguration 


of 2013. For a similar feeling of nostalgia the 
first Spanish GP since 2011 will hit Talavera de 
la Reina and a GP re-birth after fourteen years 
for the site southwest of Madrid. There isn’t a 
rider in the current field that has experienced 
Talavera so it will be a discovery, and with 
some of the same elements that make Mag¬ 
giora attractive. 

The Brazilian round at Beto Carrero is special 
for atmosphere and a unique setting and with 
the earlier date should avoid the rain that has 
plagued the Grand Prix for the past two years. 
Matterley Basin is routinely lauded as the best 
track on the calendar with its flowing trajectory 
and propensity for line choice but the British 
Grand Prix (no longer home to the MXGP Fes¬ 
tival) is now located in the slightly more risky 
month of May where the notorious UK weather 
could cause chaos. 










WILL THE 30 MINUTE MOTOS MAKE MUCH DIFFERENCE? 


After all the deliberation, ideas and discus¬ 
sions in 2013 about how the FIM Motocross 
World Championship could shape shift the 
only discernible alteration for this year - aside 
from the ‘MXGP’ rebranding - is the length of 
the motos; down from 35 minutes -i- 2 laps to a 
more TV friendly 30-1-2. 

I’ve yet to find anybody to voice against this 
modification although it does reduce the 
traditional ‘endurance’ factor of Grand Prix 
motocross and is essentially a different kind of 
sport compared to the 40-1-2 in the days when 
the 125s, 250s and 500s had their own calen¬ 
dars. 

Personally I don’t think It is a bad move and 
one that will not cause riders to change train¬ 
ing programmes or priorities drastically. There 
have been some races that have felt like 1 hour 
35 minutes in the past and this will morph the 


motos into more of a dash as factory Husq- 
varna pilot Tyla Rattray says: “It will be a sprint 
and the guys will be really ‘going’ from the 
beginning. You have to push hard right from 
the start and the only way to be successful in a 
sprint is to be very fit.” 

Husqvarna boss and former GP racer Antti 
Pyrhonen sums up the evolution quite suc¬ 
cinctly: “I don’t think it makes that much of 
a big difference for a rider. From a specta¬ 
tor’s point of view I think the field will stay a 
bit more together and that can create better 
racing at the end of the moto. It’s not a bad 
change. In normal conditions it is not a major 
thing, perhaps in the heat of Thailand then 
having those five less minutes will cause more 
of an Impact.” 


WHO SHOULD I WATCH OUT FOR? 


Ah, that eternally difficult question. I can 
still remember now predicting that European 
Champion Dennis Verbruggen would be one 
to watch for the 2008 season and the Belgian 
sunk without trace: so much for an expert 
opinion. 

Here’s a go anyway. 

In MX2 it is worth keeping tabs on another 
European Champion, Valentin Guillod, and the 
Swiss are in ascendancy because Suzuki’s Jer¬ 
emy Seewer has an effective style on the bike 
and Arnaud Tonus is due a career turnaround. 
As mentioned Max Anstie is a dark horse on 
that Cosworth Yamaha. The Brit has a motor¬ 
cycle that can get him the starts he need (in 
contrast to his 2013 experience with Suzuki) 
and the technique is there for all to see. Re¬ 
ports from Anstie’s work through the winter 
have been very encouraging when it comes to 
his speed and form. The Dixon team created 
a shock at Qatar last year when Dean Ferris 
flew in from Australia and straight into his first 
podium celebration. I would bet decent money 
that the British team could be trophy-laden 
again in Losail. 


MXGP contains familiar faces and most on 
the same machinery as last year. The factory 
Husqvarnas present a question mark. Tyla 
Rattray knows how to win a championship and 
there will not be many fitter riders. Todd Wa¬ 
ters could not be more of a rookie but the Aus¬ 
sie will have taken confidence from his podium 
finish in the Italian championship recently. 

A biased view perhaps but I would say to 
watch the Brits in 2014. Tommy Searle is going 
to be more focussed, less hyped and hope¬ 
fully with a settled team/Kawasaki behind and 
underneath him. I’d wager that first MXGP 
podium comes in the first three rounds. Shaun 
Simpson, vanquisher of the Lierop sand, is 
back in the set-up that pushed his career to 
new heights in 2008. The combination of the 
KTM UK team, Austrian engine power, WP 
suspension and his brother’s (Stefan) input will 
give the Scot the nest he needs. Jake Nicholls 
is carrying a back injury into Qatar but know¬ 
ing the KTM rider’s determination he could be 
a surprise top ten runner sooner rather than 
later. 





MXGP 2014 


First World Champion: Bill Nilsson, 1957, 500cc (AJS) 


Number of World Champions: 148 (including MX3) 


Country with most World Champions: Belgium, 56 titles 


Riders with most titles: Stefan Everts - 10, Tony Cairoli - 7, 
Joel Robert - 6, Roger De Coster - 5, Joel Smets - 5 


Riders to have won back to back with different brands: 

Joel Robert (250cc 1969 with CZ and 1970 with Suzuki), 
Tony Cairoli (MXl 2009 with Yamaha, 2010 with KTM) 


FIM MOTOCROSS WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP FACTS 
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The Atlas Original has continued to improve since it revolutionized neck braces just two years ago. By utilizing new lightweight com¬ 
ponents the weight has been reduced by 20%, weighing just 750g (1.65 Lbs). A reversible rear mount system increases the simplicity of 
adjustment, while the built in strap clip system makes wearing the X-Strap system foolproof. Controlled amounts of engineered flexibility 
allow for automatic adaptive response to the way your body moves. The Atlas Original. Same great brace, just better. 



ATLASBRACE.CQM | SOCIAL ©ATLASBRACE | USABB1 505 4407 | GLOBAL B04 542 5BB1 




Original. Yet better. 

Being original doesn't mean you can't change. 
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TWILIGHT CHANGES... 

By Adam Wheeler 


W hy would a fast, young and emerging star 
from any country in the world head to 
America to compete Indoors and Out? It seems 
like a question that barely requires an answer 
but still people wonder...especially when certain 
riders like multi champions buck the chance 
to compliment honours they have already won. 
Just to spread this out...the principle reasons 
are: money, the glamour and absorption. 

What does the last point mean? Anybody who 
has been to California (or Florida, from hearsay) 
will understand just how much off-road can be 
a way of life. There is a damn good chance that 
you’ll spot a bike or quad in some of the many 
trails across the vast expanse of SoCal. For an 
aspiring athlete It equates to an immersion that 
can rarely be found in hotspots of Europe. To 
ride, ride, ride and to have your profession as an 
ever-present part of your lifestyle is a luxury. 

Like any fabled Garden of Eden there is thorny 
undergrowth sprouting somewhere. AMA com¬ 
petitors at a high level will count on almost 
thirty weekends of competition and a relentless 
schedule that also involves promotion, testing 
and training. It is an intensity with a phenom¬ 
enal amount of demand and barely any escape. 

It is interesting to note that at the moment the 
two winningest riders from the AMA Supercross 
Championship are those that at some point or 
another took a break from dual supercross-mo- 
tocross commitments and also seized the ma¬ 
laise caused by injury problems to take a vital 
breather. James Stewart and Chad Reed are 
examples that prosperous career longevity can 
be achieved in modern American MX but with 
some manipulation of their racing activities (and 
from which their personal profiles each took a 
hit in the popularity stakes at one time). 

It is an easy view to assume that motocross 
Grand Prix can offer a Pro a ‘last chapter’. 


The competition level is probably no less dif¬ 
ferent than an AMA National - thanks to those 
pacey Europeans that prefer to live and compete 
on their own continent - but the simple align¬ 
ment of the calendar with eighteen races in six 
months and a proper off-season are big incen¬ 
tives. 

Let’s see how 28 year old Tyla Rattray gets on 
in MXGP this year. The South African does not 
need acclimatisation time but will be In the dark 
as to his potential again in Grand Prix. Perhaps 
there will be several of the older elite in the AMA 
mildly ponderous to see how the former race 
winner fares. 

Youngsters like Musquin, Roczen, Pourcel have 
departed Europe with part of their career lad¬ 
der achieved and have gone in search of other 
challenges as well as those other facets: money, 
glamour, absorption. Flow many of MXGP’s 
young stars would like to go? Desalle, Flerlings, 
Febvre, Tonus haven’t. Ferris did. 

What I’d like to see over the next ten years is 
whether a trickle comes back the other way at 
the other end of the age scale. AMA faces have 
used GPs as a means of career resurrection 
(Osborne, Leib, Albertson...interestingly Kawa¬ 
saki youngster Thomas Covington is the excep¬ 
tion with his four GP stint lined up for 2014) and 
now Rattray could be beginning the trend for 
the ‘after-burn’ that was previously hinted at by 
Ryan Villopoto in his visit to the 2012 Belgian 
GP...even if a healthy amount of his compli¬ 
ments were likely lip service. Athletes like Stew¬ 
art and Reed may only still be making personal 
sacrifices for the glamour or because of a life¬ 
long connection with the absorption. 

So it will be curious to chart how much of that 
competitive instinct is bubbling away to choose 
a different route if and when the full-time AMA 
scene becomes a stretch too far. 




FROM 

GREEN 

TO 

ORANGE 

By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 

MALCOLM SMITH TALKS ABOUT HIS 1968 PIENTON; 
THE NORTH AMERICAN FOREFATHER TO THE KTM 
MOTORCYCLES OF SUCCESS TODAY... 









A visit to Malcolm Smith Motorsports in Riv¬ 
erside, California can sometimes conjure a 
prized audience with the off-road racing legend 
himself. OTOR is there on official business to 
speak with Malcolm and part-time competi¬ 
tive son Alexander but when the MP3 recorder 
is not running then the 73 year old is a mine 
of treasured anecdotes and stories. While his 
memory of seminal film ‘On Any Sunday’ is 
kept fresh from the many questions and nos¬ 
talgic events that pop up about the movie 43 
years on from its cinematic release, Malcolm 
can also draw on more than half a century of 
motorcycling-Americana narrative gold. 

It is after recording an interview on Alexander 
and his own experiences with KTM, that he 
adopted as brand of choice from his beloved 
Husqvarnas when the Swedes ‘went Italian’ 
in 1987, that the six times Baja 1000 winner 
casually remarks if we’d like to see his Penton. 



# • 



Photographer Ray Archer is animated but I 
have to profess some ignorance. Malcolm duly 
explains. 

“I rode the Six Days in Poland in 1967. It was 
my first gold medal and John Penton [re¬ 
nowned American off-roader from Ohio] rode 
there. A couple of us jumped in his Volkswagen 
van and he was telling us of this dream he had 
of finding a factory in Europe that would build 
him a quick, lightweight dirt bike.” 

“He found these Sachs six-speed compact little 
motors that a lot of the companies were using 
in Europe. Then we actually went with him to 
KTM, that were making bicycles and mopeds 
at the time and he negotiated with them to 
build 100 motorcycles for a first batch. He had 
that idea of a bike being ultra lightweight with 
good suspension and would work a lot better 
than the heavy bikes used mostly at the time.” 


“I think it was '68 when the first ones came in 
and I did buy a couple to sell but I was mostly 
selling Huskys at that time.” 

We are then led to a spacious upstairs locked- 
off rear section of the massive dealership. 
Underneath a vast stack of shelving is a row of 
timeless bikes in all sorts of condition; a alter¬ 
native gallery to the pristine personal museum 
that fills a corridor outside. “People just give 
me old Huskys because they know 1 like them,” 
Smith says, staring at the fifteen-odd bikes 
positioned for storage. “Some are even left to 
me In wills.” 

In the llne-up is the last Swedish built Husq- 
varna and also a bizarre 1971 Rokon; a chunky 
bike with a automatic transmission Skimobile 
engine. Smith grins as he shows me the pull 
cord on the right side of the motor to start the 
thing. 

The green Penton is identified and wheeled out 
for a photo. It is an uncomplicated and mini¬ 
mal piece of kit, with a small, barely recognisa¬ 
ble, KTM logo at the top of the front mudguard 
that has been snapped off. 

“It has Italian suspension, a German engine 
and a KTM frame and they sent it to John to 
put together,” Smith says gazing at the motor¬ 
cycle that essentially was the birth of KTM’s 
profiency in motocross. An article on the www. 
motorcyclemuseum.org Hall of Fame section 
about Penton claims that 400 of these bikes 
were sold in the first year and 25,000 in Amer¬ 
ica. 

Smith thinks the rise, fall and resurrection of 
KTM to its current state of boom is “unbeliev¬ 
able”. 1 ask him, as a successful businessman 
and motorcycle dealer, whether he thinks this 
is due to the sheer prolificacy of the factory’s 
output in the last five years. “I’m not sure if 
it is that or just by winning a lot of races In a 
lot of disciplines,” he says. “When they started 
their motocross programme I thought they 
might not win a championship but then they 
hired Roger de Coster and that was the key. 

He knows the riders to pick, how to motivate 


them and how to take care of the bikes. If they 
hadn’t hired him then I don’t think they would 
have been close.” 

Part of the KTM orange empire now also holds 
the white of Husqvarna. Smith and his fam¬ 
ily were among the guests of honour at an 
opening event of the new Husky HQ next door 
to KTM North America just down the road in 
Murrieta a few days previously. The former 
ISDT star has even lent some of his renovated 
classic machines to the company for display 
purposes as the facility nears completion. We 
had been given a swift tour of the building that 
morning by KTM North America President Jon 
Erik Burleson and being in Smith’s company 
now bookends the day superbly. 

“It is pretty exciting,” he says of Husky’s re¬ 
birth under the guidance of the Pierer Group. 
“There is a heavy KTM link at the moment but 
I’m sure they’ll make them further apart. Right 
now it is a good product whether it is blue and 
white or orange.” 

Smith is walking ungainly as a result of a 
recent back operation so I offer to wheel the 
Penton back to Its tight slot by the back wall. 

It feels a bit special to push a piece of history 
as Malcolm continues with his memories. “You 
know my first bike didn’t have any suspension! 
It was a Matchless and 1 used to piss blood 
after riding that thing.” 

We leave the area and pass by an immacu¬ 
lately restored Bultaco used for dirt-track. We 
head into the main foyer of the dealership that 
doesn’t quite seem the same with the new 
Japanese gleam and the smattering of new Eu¬ 
ropean bikes among the vast KTM section. The 
Smiths pose for more photographs among the 
SX-Fs and EWCs and even though two-wheels 
remains the common and everlasting link 
between eras of the machinery that we’ve just 
seen and those under the camera lights now, it 
is quite staggering to juxtapose the generation 
span. Interestingly the goal behind the creation 
of the bikes remains almost Identical to Pen- 
ton’s vision in 1968; lightweight, powerful and 
performance technology. 




To see the feature interview on the Smith 
racing clan and some special Archer portraits 
then head over to the KTM official Blog: 

WWW.l3LOG.KTM.COM 


Feature 


















HOW KTM NORTH AMERICA ARE EXTENDING THE FA 







KTM FACTORY SERVICE 



Photos by Ray Archer 

CTORY FEELING BEYOND THE RED BULL RACE SQUAD 
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A busy corner of KTM North America’s HQ 
in Murrieta is awash with metal, compo¬ 
nents and various parts of a collection of race 
engines that spend most of their short lifetime 
moving faster than the eye can see. A small 
crew of technicians are working on a series of 
factory motors for the motocross and off-road 
KTM efforts and these are not solely restricted 
to the traditional Red Bull-backed squads. This 
area of the workshop is home to a new scheme 
for equipment supply that is best summed up 
by KTM Technical Director Ian Harrison: 

“KTM is a good brand but our main goal be¬ 
hind this [factory engine service] was to avoid 
some of the problems that came up when 
tuners were working on the bikes. KTM, as 
a whole, wanted to have the best equipment 
available to all those racing at the highest 
level, whether it’s GPs or supercross or mo¬ 
tocross. So basically these teams are able to 
purchase the same equipment that we use 
with Dean Ferris or Ken Roczen and then we 
supply the service so that the engines are 
done in-house. Our main idea behind it was to 
have a reliable and fast engine for our support 
teams and that would also gain us knowledge 
in different directions in terms of what riders 
are looking for; we’d learn and grow together 
and so far it seems to be running quite well.” 

The fruits of the programme can arguably al¬ 
ready be seen in the 250SX West Coast where 


Jason Anderson has held the red plate as 
series leader on his Rockstar Energy 250SX-F. 
The same team have an agreement that should 
see Davi Millsaps on the same 450 spec as 
Ken Roczen and Ryan Dungey when the 2013 
450SX runner-up returns from injury. 

“We started last year with a few support guys 
like Joey Savatgy and BTC with Andrew Short 
and this year it has extended into the Rockstar 
team,” Harrison continues. “It is not cheap but 
I think it is beneficial for these teams because 
there are not too many other places where this 
sort of operation is happening in the pits here.” 

On an explanatory tour of the upgrades to the 
KTM ‘home’ since we were there the previous 
year, KTM President Jon Erik Burleson reveals 
that the idea and provision for the satellite 
teams was not a money-making exercise and 
the charge for the locked engines pretty much 
covers the work; although we were not able to 
divine the actual fee. 

“To break even is pretty awesome for us,” com¬ 
mented Harrison. “To have these teams out 
there on good, reliable and fast equipment is 
great. Of course when a guy is in a position 
where he’s leading a championship a little 
bit more effort goes into servicing and mak¬ 
ing sure everything is perfect but that sort of 
attention generally happens regardless and 
across the board.” 
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KTM FACTORY SERVICE 


It would seem that this dilution of the 'factory 
treatment' would create a lot more work. In 
a way it does, but then the quantitative and 
qualitative return is justifiable. Harrison: “If 
you make something new [a component] then 
it is hard to have 100 of them available right 
away. Maybe there is one or two or five ready 
to test and it means there is that differentiation 
and varying feedback. We do a lot of testing in 
the off-season but even our factory riders do 
not want to change when they get to a point 
they are happy. They are still open to having a 
different ECU map according to their pipe and 
we like them to stay close with their assets 
so we know more about what is going on. For 
example the Rockstar team are using an FMF 
pipe, so there is different mapping involved. If 
a rider comes to us and says it is 'too aggres¬ 
sive’ or 'I want this...’ then we are open to try 
it.” 

For potential KTM teams the chance to dip 
into pockets and get an extra competitive edge 
direct from the experts in precision Austrian 
engineering is a goldmine. Perhaps there is 
less control over engine work, which might not 


sit well with how a team like to develop their 
race machinery but if trust can be established 
directly with KTM and a set of staff that are 
also tweaking the powerplants of the factory 
guys then it a tremendous benefit. And one 
that is quite unique in the AMA paddock. 

“When a guy is out in the stands and he rides 
a KTM then usually he is proud to be on that 
bike,” opines Harrison. “The more KTMs that 
finish near the top then the more that guy will 
brag to his friends and hopefully the more 
KTMs we will sell on the way; that’s the goal 
at the end of the day as well as to present a 
good image for KTM. The factory do so much 
development in pistons and how long they can 
go...we are talking about valves that are going 
up and down 125 times a second and pistons 
that are doing the same thing but 250 times a 
second; you cannot mess with this stuff, there 
is a huge balance to it and the factory already 
know these boundaries. It is then easy for us 
to say 'this works, this is reliable and this is 
what you can use’ and the best thing is that 
when we test with the guys then they are really 
happy with this stuff.” 



For publicity opportunities contact us at 
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NIEWTUNIE-IN... 

By Gavin Emmett 


A fter months of whispers, rumours, counter¬ 
rumours and frankly wild speculation, last 
week saw the official announcement of the BT 
Sport presenting team for the broadcasts of this 
year’s MotoGP World Championship in the UK. 


proposition, as 4.5 million have already signed 
up (combined BT/Virgin) and just over 1.5 mil¬ 
lion enjoyed the Premier League football match 
between Manchester City and Liverpool PC on 
Boxing day. 


Of course it was particularly interesting for me 
personally, considering I comprise part of the 
new line-up, but the launch had wider implica¬ 
tions for many in ‘Blighty’, with live coverage 
of the sport moving back onto a subscription- 
based channel. This is a significant moment 
in MotoGP, not just for British-based fans, but 
many across the world who are in a similar situ¬ 
ation. 

Subscription-based TV channels will always 
have their detractors; especially amongst those 
who are unable to afford the service, or simply 
for whom paying for a TV broadcast is unaccep¬ 
table. Unfortunately for these people, it is symp¬ 
tomatic of the world of modern-day sport and 
essentially the commercialist society we live in. 
It is something U.S. readers will be more than 
familiar with. 


In turn, sports have now begun to rely on the 
money generated by selling their TV rights just 
as they did with lucrative sponsorship deals in 
the past, and it’s not just in MotoGP. For exam¬ 
ple clubs who fail to finish in the top-four of the 
English Premier League, and miss out on lucra¬ 
tive UEFA Champions League television money, 
suffer drastically reduced income which threaten 
their very existence (trust me. I’m a Leeds 
United fan). 

After 10 years of prime FTA broadcasting there 
are no major British sponsors in MotoGP, so I 
think it’s fair to say the previous model wasn’t 
working. In fact, the cash BT Sport are paying 
will actually keep many more British riders on 
the grid, whether directly or indirectly (through 
teams being encouraged to take British riders to 
receive financial support from Dorna). 


In 2014, there are no major sports that you 
can watch the entirety of top-level competition 
on free-to-air (FTA) networks. Football, rugby, 
cricket, tennis, golf... all receive masses of me¬ 
dia coverage across all formats, yet don’t enjoy 
regular FTA broadcasting. It stands to reason to 
question why MotoGP should be any different? 

Live sport is a valuable commodity for broad¬ 
casters, because unlike drama and factual 
programmes, it must be viewed in the moment 
and not on catch-up or on-demand platforms. 

So the channels purchase this premium content 
and then offer it to those who opt to subscribe 
to their dedicated sports offerings, and addition¬ 
ally - in the BT Sport model - also to those who 
choose to use the company’s broadband Inter¬ 
net connection. It appears to be a successful 


In the past the BBC were (I think unfairly) lam¬ 
basted for not giving enough coverage to the 
sport, yet they have a remit to satisfy not just 
the 1-2 million regular viewers of MotoGP, but 
the 58 million others who don’t watch it. Be¬ 
cause of that, or maybe for other factors, some 
chose to pay for a subscription-based dedicated 
sports channel in Eurosport, and many were 
happy to do so. All will now have to extend to 
watch it on BT Sport, but with even more quality 
and quantity of programming than ever before, 
tailored to their demands. It’s a choice the indi¬ 
vidual has to make. 

It’s something personally I am willing to pay for, 
and now excited to be a part of. If you are pre¬ 
pared, and able, to give the new package, pres¬ 
entation and line-up a chance, I think you’re go¬ 
ing to be more than satisfied with your choice. 
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FIM SUPERBIKE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

SUPERSPORT< SUPER STOCK1000< SU PER STOCK600 < 

COMING 

BACK 

SUPIERBIKIE REACHES A NEW ERA 

By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Graeme Brown, Ducati Corse Press, suzuki-racing.com 


W orld Superbike is firmly in transition. As 
SBK fans will know the fourteen round 
FIM Championship launches this week after 
the final official test at Phillip Island. Kawasaki, 
Ducati, Honda, Bimota, Aprilia, BMW, Suzuki, 
Buell and MV Agusta are all brands that will 
be using this season to bed-in tweaks and 
changes to fit in with the new Evo regulations 
that will pull Superbike back towards the origi¬ 
nal ethos of the series when it launched as a 
production based competition in 1988 and was 
won by American Fred Merkel on a Honda. 

So here are some images of the expected pro¬ 
tagonists and challengers to Tom Sykes’ crown 
along with some stats and facts ahead of the 
Aussie event this weekend as well as Eurosport 
Presenter (and OTOR’s own) Matthew Roberts’ 
first insight into WSB 2014... 



*SBK’s constructor series has been ruled by 
Italians. Since 1988 the Japanese have con¬ 
quered just six times in 26 years. Honda have 
four crowns with Yamaha and Suzuki Just one 
each. Ducati is the undoubted king with sev¬ 
enteen titles and an unbeaten streak between 
1998 and 2004. Aprilia have won three times. 

*Four different Americans won the SBK crown 
on six occasions in the first ten years of the 
championship: Fred Merkel, Doug Polen, Scott 
Russell and John Kocinski. Colin Edwards 
(2000 and 2002) and Ben Spies (2009) have 
also Joined the U.S. Superbike elite. 

^The United States and Great Britain share 
the champions tally. The UK also have four 
title winners with Carl Fogarty, Neil Hodgson, 
James Toseland and Tom Sykes taking the 
No.l plate. 



*ln what seems like a strange reversal from 
MotoGP where the champions of all three 
classes originated from Spain (4 from the 
last five years in 125/Moto3, 3 from the last 
4 in Moto2 and the same in MotoGP), Carlos 
Checa was the first Spaniard to win the SBK 
series in 2011. He retired at the age of 40 last 
year. Only one Italian has ruled the roost. Max 
Biaggi, in 2010 and 2012. 

*Carl Fogarty (champion in 1994, ’95, ’98 and 
’99) is still the record race win holder with 59 
triumphs. 









Eugene Laverty is Ireland’s best performing 
short circuit road racer since Jeremy McWil¬ 
liams. The current Suzuki rider matched Sykes’ 
tally for wins in 2013 and actually scored 
one more podium finish. The 27 year old is a 
former Supersport vice-world champion and 
250cc Grand Prix rider. 
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2012 Supersport world champion Chaz Davies 
jumped from the defunct works BMW team 
into the Ducati set-up for 2014. Still just 27 the 
Welshman has experience of several significant 
racing series including Grand Prix, AMA, Su¬ 



persport and Superbike. He has steered bikes 
from six different brands. 



The 2014 Superbike line-up counts on two 
former Grand Prix world champions (Marco 
Melandri and Toni Elias) and ex-GP podium 
finisher (Sylvain Guintoli), and ex-vice SBK 
champion (Leon Haslam) and two ex Super¬ 
sport champions (Davies and Fabien Foret). 
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Tom Sykes was the first rider on a Kawasaki 
to win the SBK Championship since Scott 
Russell exactly twenty years earlier. The Brit 
won 9 times from 27 races and secured 18 
podiums on his way to 447 points in 2013. 
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A DIFFERENT GREEN LIGHT... 

By Matthew Roberts 



T he road racing season officially kicks off this 
weekend and I am as excited as anybody 
about the start of the 2014 World Superbike 
Championship down at Phillip Island. On a per¬ 
sonal level it’s the beginning of a new adventure 
working for Eurosport and our coverage of the 
Australian race will be my first alongside James 
Haydon down at the studio in Feltham, London. 
The race is being shown live in the early hours of 
the morning but we are recording the studio show 
a little later with a repeat of both races, and on 
the evidence of this week’s test at the Australian 
track they look like being two absolute crackers to 
get the new campaign started. 

After a first day dominated by Eugene Laverty, 
the Irishman’s brother and MotoGP racer Michael 
tweeted from trackside that he reckoned any one 
of the top ten could be fighting for the podium 
come next Sunday. His prediction was given even 
more credibility on the second and final day of 
the test, when Tom Sykes took over at the top but 
with Chaz Davies just eight tenths off his pace in 
tenth place. 

Phillip Island, as we all know, is a short circuit 
that lends itself to close racing but one of the 
main reasons why the lap times are so similar is 
the introduction of new regulations in WSBK this 
season - principally the limit of engines to eight 
for the season and a choice of either two sets of 
gearbox ratios plus two primary drive ratios, or 
three gearbox ratios for the year. This is Dorna’s 
first step in a three year plan to push Superbikes 
towards Superstock specification, allowing Mo¬ 
toGP to also ‘dumb down’ without stepping on 
the toes of the other championship. To that end 
a CRT-style ‘EVO’ class (Superbike frame. Super¬ 
stock engine) is also being introduced to WSBK 
this year and will be standard throughout the field 
in 2015. 


Whilst still not to the liking of everybody in the 
paddock (what changes ever are?) the new rules 
seem to at least be having a positive effect on 
the racing, with the works Aprilias and Kawasa- 
kis losing around 4mph off their top speed at the 
Phillip Island test and the fastest EVO rider Nic- 
colo Canepa on the Ducati 1199R closing to within 
just 1.1 seconds of Kawasaki works rider Sykes 
by the end of the second day. As with CRT, those 
lap times make you wonder what times that bike 
might be capable of in the hands of a top rider. 

The introduction of the EVO bikes has also had a 
healthy effect on the grid, which is up from nine¬ 
teen entries last year to 25 for 2014, with new 
manufacturers like MV Agusta and Erik Buell’s 
latest project EBR developing machines to fit the 
new regs, whilst Bimota await homologation for 
two further entries. 

Of course, EVO regs suit certain manufacturers 
more than others - in particular BMW, Kawasaki 
and Ducati, who have dominated Superstock rac¬ 
ing in recent seasons - and the riders are never in 
favour of reducing the performance of the ma¬ 
chines they are riding, hence the general feeling 
within the sport perhaps seeming quite negative. 
However, as in MotoGP, the current economic 
climate necessitates adaptation and Dorna are 
business-savvy enough to know that sometimes 
you need to chop off a couple of branches in 
order to save the tree (or maybe even an entire 
forest in this case). 

I just wish that in MotoGP everybody could co-op¬ 
erate to move the inevitable forward more quickly 
because compromise scenarios such as CRT 
do nothing to tighten the racing at the front and 
improve the spectacle to new audiences. A more 
radical move is required as soon as possible and 
WSBK could well be the blueprint. The first round 
of the season this weekend will be one to watch 
for many reasons. 





ATLAS 


A little exploration of other forms of neck protection 
out on the market...and the American firm Atlas 
is perhaps best known for offering AMA Champion 
Ryan Villopoto a degree of assurance. 

The company focus on essentially four different 
models: Carbon, Original, Prodigy, Tyke. The first 
catering for the more serious or professional athlete 
racking up plenty of time in the saddle and thus 
constructed of the lighter but more costly material. 

The ‘Original’ Is what most hobby off-roaders would 
be looking at whereas the Prodigy/Tyke is for teen¬ 
agers, girls and kids. We’ve yet to fully check out or 
test an Atlas but from examination of the website 
it seems there are several advantages to this par¬ 
ticular safety product. They state through ‘endless 
hours of R&D’ and ‘carefully engineered simplicity’ 
they have removed all unnecessary parts for a very 
user-friendly product in terms of fit, adjustment and 
function. 

As many readers will know from our drum-beating 
about neck protection the correct appliance of 
these items is absolute key to ensuring they work 
properly and serve a purpose in the event of a 
crash. Also standout Is the quick release lock, a 
leaf spring suspension system on the sternum 
and plenty of displacement surface area around 
the spine. The Original weighs just 750 grams and 
folds up to fit nicely In a kit bag or lashed onto the 
back of a rucksack. Last but not least it can be fully 
customised with graphics and stickers schemes for 
that personal touch. 




www.atlasbrace.com 

























ARAI 

When Arai make a crash helmet then they do it 
properly and this is why their products are often 
robust, dependable, pricey and several years in the 
making. This family-run Japanese firm have built 
a name synonymous with quality and some of the 
hardest outer shell/soft, patented inner shell tech¬ 
nology on the market. 

OTOR was lucky enough to be Invited to the Euro¬ 
pean launch of the company’s new off-road lid, the 
MX-V, in Amsterdam this week and while this quick 
look is more of a preview - the standard colours 
(white, black, frosted, sliver) will hit the dealers in 
April, while the four graphic models won’t be avail¬ 
able In Europe until June - it is still worth flagging 
one of the most important motocross helmets to 
come out this year. 

The MX-V is built around the R75 concept (a con¬ 
tinuous curve with minimum radius of 75mm) and 
adheres to Arai’s preoccupation with creating the 
roundest form possible to encourage sliding in case 
of an accident. The ten air vents are assisted by 
plastic struts and channels but these easily snap 
away if you happen to hit the ground. In some of 
the comparison tests we saw (and felt) the Arai 
outer shell is reassuringly like ‘rock’ and Grand Prix 
riders (and 2014 Arai athletes) Marc De Reuver and 
Joel Roelants - both victims to concussions in their 
career but not while wearing an Arai - testified to 
the effectiveness of the MX-V in their ‘tests’ so far. 

We’ll have some more info on the MX-V next month, 
including some reactions from Arai staff that are 
excited about this new and long-awaited premium 
offering for off-road riders. In the meantime find out 
more here: 


www.araihelmet-europe.com 
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100 % 

The growth of the San Diego goggle specialists and 
icon-protectors represents one of the most impres¬ 
sive movements in the off-road motorcycle industry 
over the past twelve months. 

Amplification of the product range to incorporate 
sunglasses and apparel was swift and not only do 
some of the leading racers on a global scale confide 
in 100% but their sponsorship remit is also widen¬ 
ing significantly. That logo is getting harder and 
harder to miss. 

Two of their notable creations for the spring sea¬ 
son in 2014 were unveiled at the recent Anaheim 3 
supercross and the company used associations with 
the Geico Honda team and Zach Osborne (‘In and 
Out’ Accuri) and Red Bull KTM’s Dean Ferris (‘Re¬ 
naissance’ Racecraft) to show-off the fresh designs. 
One of 100%’s main strengths has been the com¬ 
mon lens technology across the entire goggle line¬ 
up, therefore offering wide versatility and flexibility 
for the rider depending on the particular frame and 
purpose of use. As always, you will struggle to find 
eyewear with finer style or a level of presentation in 
any bike dealer. 


www.ridelOOpercent.com 
















































‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGR 
‘On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
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